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THE JURY TRIAL

A significant stride in judicial reform was marked by the introduction of 
the jury trial, a decision endorsed by the Parliament of Georgia on January 
17, 1919. Concurrently, the Parliament of Georgia ratified the “Jury Court 
Regulation.”

The provision comprised two segments. In the first part, the procedure 
for compiling the general list of jurors and the eligibility criteria for jury 
candidates were outlined. Elected jurors were required to be citizens of 
the Democratic Republic of Georgia, representing both genders, fluent in 
the Georgian language, literate, at least 25 years old, and residents of the 
town or city for a minimum of one year where they were selected as jurors 
(Article 1).

Certain individuals were disqualified from serving as jurors, including 
those investigated or found guilty of offenses like theft, fraud, embezzle-
ment, bribery, etc. (Article 2). Additionally, the ineligible category included 
individuals who had been sentenced, dismissed by the court, declared 
impossible debtors, under surveillance due to embezzlement, or deemed 
incompetent by the court.

To select jurors, both a common and alternate list had to be created 
(Article 3). Apart from those mentioned in Article 2, individuals such as 
priest-servants, monks-nuns, judicial system employees, prosecutor’s of-
fice staff, and various other officials were excluded from the list (Article 
3).

City councils in cities and nations in markets were responsible for an-
nually compiling the general list of jurors, due by the first of June each 
year (Article 5). These lists were to be arranged alphabetically, including 
names, father’s names, surnames, professions, educational certificates, 
and places of residence. After publication, a general discussion of the list 
took place (Article 6). Persons not on the list had two weeks to request 
inclusion, while those ineligible could apply to be removed (Article 7).

Following approval, the city and county boards forwarded the general 
list to the presiding judge of the local district court. The chairman of the 
district court finalized the list during a court session (Article 8).

Annually, the subsequent list of jurors was determined based on mar-
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ket locations, ranging from Tbilisi to markets with less frequent court ses-
sions involving juries (Article 13)

The possibility of augmenting the number of jury candidates in any 
“marza” (district) with individuals from neighboring marzas was allowed 
if there were insufficient candidates. Additionally, six reserve individuals 
were to be present at district court sessions with jury participation. A per-
son could serve as a juror only once a year, with exceptions made only in 
cases where an adequate number of jurors could not be obtained in a city 
or village (Collection of Legal Acts of the Democratic Republic of Armenia, 
1990).

Jurors participating in court sessions were allocated travel expenses 
and compensation for missed service. When criminal cases were tried by 
juries, the district court session consisted of only one member instead of 
three.

The second part of the statute of the jury court outlined rules for modi-
fying relevant articles of the statute of criminal proceedings (Collection of 
Administrative Acts of the Democratic Republic of Armenia, 1990).

According to the first article, appeals for cases subject to jury trial were 
permitted only through the cassation procedure in the Supreme Court of 
the Republic. Jurors were sworn in at the jury court. During court sessions, 
each juror took an oath administered by a clergyman of their own denom-
ination. If no clergyman of the juror’s faith was present in a particular dis-
trict, the presiding judge of the court would administer the oath. Refusal 
to take such an oath would result in the juror being deprived of the public 
vow.

Felony cases and matters previously under the jurisdiction of the Trial 
Chamber were transferred to the appropriate district court, with the rights 
and duties of the prosecutor of the trial chamber now assigned to the 
prosecutor of the district court (Article 4).

The court, during the issuance of preparatory orders for a case, had 
to determine whether the court session with the participation of the jury 
would be closed or public (Article 5).

Cases subject to jury trial underwent a judicial investigation according 
to the statute of criminal proceedings. The jury, after examining all col-
lected evidence, had the right to request additional evidence. The court 
decided on the admissibility of criminally obtained evidence and expens-
es incurred for proceedings during regular sessions (Article 12).

In a jury trial, the presiding judge had the authority to award money to 
witnesses, experts, and other subpoenaed individuals, with provisions for 
bribes (verses 13-14).

The session of the jury court was inaugurated by the appointed presid-
ing judge (Collection of Administrative Acts of the Democratic Republic of 
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Armenia, 1990).
The adoption of the jury trial statute played a crucial role in integrating 

this institution into Georgia’s judicial system. This significant innovation 
garnered substantial attention in the periodical press of the time, marking 
the establishment of the democratic state of Georgia from 1918 to 1921. 
As a testament to its historical significance, the first jury court process 
received considerable coverage in the periodical press, warranting a sep-
arate subsection for presentation.

The inaugural jury trial in independent Georgia took place on March 8, 
1920, marking a significant moment in the nation’s judicial history. The in-
itiative for this court project originated from the government of the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Georgia. The event was extensively covered by leading 
newspapers, including “Republic of Georgia,” “Georgia,” “People’s Day,” 
and “Ertoba,” each dedicating special columns to this historic occasion.

At 12 o’clock in the afternoon on March 8, 1920, a jury court convened in 
the Tbilisi court hall. Notable figures such as Aleksandre Lomtatidze, Svi-
mon Mdivani, Yese Baratashvili, Shalva Aleksimeskhishvili, senators, and 
representatives of the court’s prosecutor’s office and registry office were 
in attendance (Newspaper “People’s Case,” 1920 No. 774).

A total of 33 jurors were summoned, with 14 being women. The national 
composition of the jurors included 25 Georgians, 5 Armenians, and 3 Rus-
sians. Nineteen of those summoned attended, with 13 being women. Two 
attendees were unable to participate, one due to deafness and the other 
due to non-attendance (Newspaper “Republic of Georgia,” 1920 No. 56).

Before the court session, a government delegation was introduced, in-
cluding Prime Minister Noe Jordania, Minister of Justice Razden Arsenidze, 
his assistant Giorgi Jordania, and district court member M. Orjonikidze. 
M. Orjonikidze assumed the role of the court’s chairman, inaugurating 
the first ceremonial session of the jury court. He emphasized the impor-
tance of the jury court, stating that it was a significant achievement for 
the Georgian nation.

Following this, Shota Dadian, the prosecutor’s comrade, acted as the 
state accuser, and the Clerk of the Jury Session explained the jurors’ pow-
ers and administered their oaths according to the law. Minister of Justice 
Rajden Arsenidze addressed the courtroom, highlighting the importance 
of the jury institution and emphasizing the equal rights of women within 
this framework.

The court session was briefly interrupted before two criminal cases re-
lated to theft were presented, involving a total of 15 defendants. Shota 
Dadiani served as the state accuser, and Giorgi Gordeziani, a sworn lawyer 
appointed by the treasury, defended the defendants. The jury found the 
defendants guilty but reserved the right to reduce the sentences (Georgia 



163

  www.scientia.ge | #4, 2023

newspaper, 1920 No. 53).
The introduction of the jury court stands as one of the greatest achieve-

ments in the history of independent Georgia. It established a precedent 
for people’s involvement in the judiciary, reaching unparalleled levels of 
public engagement. Even in the 21st century, the Georgian court has yet 
to fully embrace this historical tradition, struggling to match the levels of 
publicity and freedom achieved during that pivotal period.
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